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The time between high school and college can
be measured in one summer vacation, yet the
skills learned in one are so necessary for suc-
cess in the other. Part of a school's job is to
make sure that certain skills and concepts are
so ingrained that they become second nature to
the student. library skills-basic information
skills for a technologically advancing world-
fall into this category.

When I was growing up, research was
what my father did on nights, weekends, and
during vacations (he's a theoretical physicist
and college professor). Myaunts and uncles
also did research, and phrases such as "look it
up" or "have you done the research" were all
too common in my house. Stopping by the
library on the way to pick my father up from
work was also common, and I became very
comfortable in and around the stacks. When it
came time to do school-related research, all I
needed was instruction on how to use the
various microfiche/film machines.

Myclassmates weren't as "lucky" as I and
needed help with such concepts as keywords
(although theyweren't called that then).
Eventually,however,we'all got through the paper
and learned how to do footnotes and bibliogra-
phies. Thanks to a wonderful, interested librar-
ian, high school research was easier, even if the
topics were increasingly difficult and the library
was in LC(rather than Dewey!) order; the transi-
tion to college was relativelysmooth. While some
of my college classmates spent <Jaysdoing the
library introduction test, I breezed through in a
couple of hours.

Those days are long gone, and good
library skills have been complicated by the
addition of the Internet and electronic data-
bases. An additional complication has been the
increasing emphasis on standardized testing,
from SATand APscores to fi.ll-in-the-bubble
testing in fourth and eighth grade. Teachers are
feeling pressure to produce results; to do that,
they can't spend the time they might have doing
projects, research-based or not. Classes once
scheduled into the library are now scheduled
into extras like computer or foreign language.
The education we expect our students to receive
has also changed, with more and more students
taking physics, calculus, and other higher-level
subjects. When classes do come to the library,
there is often only enough time to quickly
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mention a few resources before allowing the
students to start searching. Skills instruction
comes on a one-on-one, as-needed basis. The
only real solutions to this problem are longer
school days and a longer school year.

I worry that my students are leaving with-
out the skills they need to succeed at their
colleges and universities. There are too many
occasions when students (and teachers) imme-
diately run to a computer, log on, and search
Yahoo! or Google and assume that that is
research; when a teacher says "I'd love to bring
them to the library but ... "; or when a project
is handed off to the computer teacher to be
turned into a PowerPointIHyperStudio presenta-
tion, one that doesn't have room for citing
sources or doing real research (this happens
most often when the end product is more
important to the teacher than the process
itself). Trying to catch teachers' attentions with
bibliographies that tie into their curriculum can
help, as can offering to physically move from
the library to the computer lab.

Another possible help is this issue of
Knowledge Quest. Inside you'll find articles
from college and university librarians that
discuss what skills they see lacking in our
students, as well as articles from teachers who
have created projects that excite their students
while teaching them how to be information
literate. Canwe really saywe're giving students
a college preparatory education if they don't
have these skills? If you have a good rel~!iqn-
ship with a local college or university, make use
of it. Talk to the librarians there and work with
them to create opportunities for students to
learn how to use their facilities.

You'll also find articles that talk about the
Association of College Research librarians'
standards. Similar to AASL'sInformation Power
standards, they can be used as guidelines for
making sure our library instruction is in line
with what college and university librarians
expect fr<?fI1our students, Another set of stan-
dards, the National Educational Technology
Standards, can also be useful; look for informa-
tion and ideas on how to integrate them into
your curriculum in KQWeb-cwwwala.org/aasl/
kqweb>.

Use these articles to provoke discussion in
your school-these skills aren't just for one or
two projects, they're for life .•
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